Wound infection. Acute versus chronic cholecystitis.
Wound infection in 239 patients who underwent cholecystectomy were analyzed retrospectively. Seventeen per cent of the patients with acute cholecystitis had wound infection compared with 8.9 per cent of patients with chronic cholecystitis. Bacteriology of wound infections revealed Staphylococcus aureus in 76.4 per cent of the chronic cholecystitis group and in 12.5 per cent of the acute cholecystitis group. Wound infection in the acute cholecystitis group involved gram-negative rods predominantly. Organisms were isolated from bile culture in 71.4 per cent of acute cholecystitis patients compared with 59.6 per cent of chronic cholecystitis patients. Of patients with positive bile cultures 11.3 per cent had wound infections compared with 6.8 per cent of patients with negative bile cultures. The most common organisms isolated from bile cultures with resultant wound infections were S epidermis, S aureus, and Klebsiella sp. Wound infection after cholecystectomy for chronic cholecystitis arises from external sources and not contaminated bile. Antibiotic therapy should be directed accordingly.